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13 September 2023

Dear Prof. Salvatore Settineri and Ph.D. Emanuele Maria Merlo,
Please find attached the manuscript entitled: The Photo Investment Scale: analysis of psychometric properties, factorial structure, and invariance of an Italian version by Silvia Cerea, Andrea Spoto, Marta Ghisi, and myself.
We are glad to present to you this manuscript for publication in Mediterranean Journal of Clinical Psychology as an original research article. In this study we describe new results about the factorial structure and psychometric properties of an Italian version of the Photo Investment Scale (PIS). A one-factor structure emerged as the most representative and gender invariance was partially supported. Internal consistency, temporal stability, and convergent validity were adequate. As a second aim, we investigate the predictive role of photo investment for body dissatisfaction and social anxiety symptoms, controlling for other associated variables (e.g., gender and other photo-based behaviors), corroborating and expanding previous studies. In achieving this, the Italian version of the PIS emerged as a valid and reliable measure to address photo investment in the Italian population. Moreover, photo investment showed a significant correlation with both body dissatisfaction and social anxiety.
This manuscript contains 4 tables, 1 figure, and Appendix. The Appendix is of relevance for the manuscript since it includes two tables and a figure that would give more in depth information about the analyses performed. 
The manuscript has not been previously published and is not submitted for publication in any other journal.
We wish you would find it of value and as an interesting add to the journal.
Best regards,
Paolo Mancin
Department of General Psychology
University of Padua
Via Venezia, 8
35131, Padua, Italy
Office telephone: +39 049 827 6149
Email: paolo.mancin@phd.unipd.it
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