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Prof. Alessandra D’Agostino, PhD
Department of Humanities
 University of Urbino Carlo Bo
Via Saffi 15, 61029 Urbino, Italy

25 October 2022

Dear Prof. Settineri,

We wish to submit an original article entitled “Mental Health Risks for Cultural Heritage First Responders in Natural Disasters: A Review and Suggestions for Future Research” written by Daniela Pajardi, Alessandra D’Agostino, Giulia Gagliardini, Raffaele Pepi, and Antonello Colli, for consideration as a review article in the Mediterranean Journal of Clinical Psychology.

In this paper, we provide a review on the mental health risks and consequences for first responders in natural disasters, with a specific focus on the role of cultural heritage first responders, which intervene in the first phases of natural disasters but at the same time have not been a target of empirical research so far, as for what concerns the possible mental health risks associated with their work. 
We believe that this manuscript is appropriate for publication in the Journal because it provides an advance in the understanding of possible mental health risks and sheds light on the importance of protecting those who protect cultural heritage, that is, cultural operators intervening on cultural heritage after natural disasters. This review enlightens the gaps in the literature on this latter topic. The manuscript contains two tables.

We have no conflicts of interest to disclose. We confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere, nor is it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere. All authors agree with the content of the manuscript and with the order of the authorship. 

Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript to me at alessandra.dagostino@uniurb.it. 

I will take responsibility for informing coauthors promptly of any editorial decision, review received, changes made in response to editorial review, and content of revisions. 

Thank you for your consideration of this manuscript. 

Sincerely,

Prof. Alessandra D’Agostino
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