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Dear Editor in Chief,
We wish to submit a new manuscript entitled “Affiliative bonds and cruel behavior in childhood interspecific relationships: A conceptual framework on the psychodynamics of affect regulation” for consideration of the Mediterranean Journal of Clinical Psychology. This paper is authored by Selene Mezzalira, Cristiano Scandurra, Antonio Santaniello, Fabrizio Mezza, Claudia Saturnino, Serena Cristiano, Rosa Pizzo, Nelson Mauro Maldonato, Lucia Francesca Menna, and Vincenzo Bochicchio. The authors’ names and affiliations are reported in the title page.
[bookmark: _Hlk98966769]The paper presents the state of knowledge about childhood interspecific relationship as affiliative bonds and disruptive relationships. It tackles extremely relevant research topics such as conduct disorder, antisociality, affect regulation, and emotional attunement. Our study has important implications for clinical psychological research and practice. 
The paper should be of interest to the Journal readers in the areas of clinical psychology and children’s health and well-being. 
We confirm that this work is original and the manuscript is not being simultaneously submitted elsewhere. Research procedures were consistent with the principles of research ethics, published by the American Psychological Association. No potential conflicts of interest were reported by the authors. 
Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript to the first author at the following email address: vincenzo.bochicchio@unical.it.

Thank you for your consideration of the manuscript.
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Vincenzo Bochicchio
Department of Humanities
University of Calabria
Rende (CS), Italy
vincenzo.bochicchio@unical.it
+39 349 532 99 59

