Cover Letter

Dear Reviewing Panel,

I hope you are well and keeping safe during these difficult times. 
I am thrilled to submit my work entitled ‘A Critical Evaluation of the Claim that the Amygdala's Primary Function in Social Perception is in Underpinning the Perception and Experience of Fear’ to the Mediterranean Journal of Clinical Psychology; please note that this is an opinion article. Psychological difficulties constitute a fundamental problem for society and affect approximately 1/3 of the population, with prevalence rates continuing to rise. Therefore, it is unequivocally important to research the mechanisms underpinning psychological difficulties, to facilitate the development of preventative measures and treatments for devastating and pervasive mental health issues. 
Fear represents a psychological phenomenon that is integral to numerous psychological difficulties, including phobias, anxiety and paranoia. Contemporary debate posits that the amygdala’s primary function in social perception is in underpinning the perception and experience of fear. This article argues that the amygdala is involved in the perception and experience of fear but that its primary function in social perception is to promote rapid responses to threatening stimuli, before directing attention towards socially salient events. This article makes this argument through exploring the role of the amygdala in experiencing and perceiving fear, before outlining research implicating the amygdala in processing a variety of facial expressions. The differing functions of the amygdala with respect to response latency are also reviewed, before evaluating its role in the perception of other emotional and non-emotional stimuli.
This article fits well with the scope of your journal and I believe will be well-received and of interest to your readers. This work has the potential to be highly influential and well-cited, and I would be delighted to publish it in your journal. Finally, I am happy to confirm that this manuscript is not under consideration or published in any other journal. 
I hope that this work will be met with positive feedback. Please do not hesitate to contact me, should there be any questions regarding this work. 

Sincerely,

Liam Myles 
Department of Psychology, University of Cambridge

Telephone: 07530 659 997
Email: liam.a.myles@outlook.com
Address: Fitzwilliam College, Storey’s Way, Cambridge, CB3 0DG, Cambridgeshire, UK.

