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Dear Dr. Salvatore Settineri,

We submit our manuscript entitled "Cross-cultural correlates of homophobia: comparison of
Italian and Spanish attitudes towards homosexuals" to your consideration for publication as a
regular article in the Mediterranean Journal of Clinical Psychology.

The article research it’s of heuristic value presenting a new investigation paradigm to study
cross-cultural factors affecting the homophobic attitudes in two large samples of subjects from
Italy and Spain, Mediterranean countries related from a cultural and traditional background and
for general acceptance of homosexuals. Nevertheless the stereotype conveyed by the mass
media, becoming common thought, delineates Italy as a strongly homophobic country and
Spain as extremely open to homosexual culture and way of life. Our hypothesis is that, despite
general acceptance of homosexuals in Italy is increased on last decades, the homophobic

attitude of Italian citizens towards homosexual minorities is greater than that shown by Spanish
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due also to stronger stereotypes of Italians, which seem to be increased and diffused in
ideological right parties. It was therefore our interest to investigate which factors, whether
cognitive and emotional or ideological and cultural, could be related to any difference in
homophobic behavior in response to the presence of gays and lesbians beyond their general
social acceptance.

Our study increases the knowledge of the psychological mechanisms of homophobic behaviors
in association to national cultural stereotypes and prejudices diffused in two Mediterranean
countries. For these reasons we believe this article is appropriate for publication in the

Mediterranean Journal of Clinical Psychology.
The manuscript has 3 figures and 9 tables, and has not been published previously. All the
authors meet the criteria for authorship of this work and have approved the contents of the final

manuscript. Authors’ information and contact numbers are listed below:

ENRICO PERILLI, Aggregate Professor and Researcher, conception and design of this study
research. Contacts: tel. +39 3333416778; email: enrico.perilli@univagq.it

ELEONORA SCOSTA, PsyD, drafting the manuscript. Email: scostaeleonora@outlook.it

MATTEO PERAZZINI, Research Fellow, writing, review and editing. Contacts: tel. +39
3407793658; email: perazzinimatteo@libero.it

DINA DI GIACOMO, PsyD, PhD, writing, review and editing. Email:

dina.digiacomo@univagq.it
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ROBERTA CIUFFINI, PhD, review and editing. Email: roberta.ciuffini@univagq.it

SIMONA MARCOTULLIO,PsyD, investigation, data curation. Email:
simona.marcotullio@gmail.com

STEFANO COBIANCHI, PsyD PhD, drafting and revising the manuscript. Contacts: tel.

+39062147341; email: stefano.cobianchi@armoniapsiche.it

Yours sincerely,

Enrico Perilli
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