
 
UNIVERSITÀ DEGLI STUDI DELL’AQUILA 

 
DIPARTIMENTO DI MEDICINA CLINICA, SANITÀ PUBBLICA,  

SCIENZE DELLA VITA E DELL’AMBIENTE 
 
         

 
Segreteria Didattica: 

 P.le Salvatore Tommasi  n. 1, 67100 L’Aquila, fraz. Coppito – Tel. +39 0862 433301, fax + 39 0862 433303 
 Segreteria Amministrativo-Contabile: 

 P.le Salvatore Tommasi  n. 1, 67100 L’Aquila, fraz. Coppito – Tel. +39 0862 434762-3 Fax. +39 0862 434761  
CF e P. IVA 01021630668 

 

 
 

Corresponding Author: 
 Enrico Perilli  

Aggregate Professor and Researcher  
Accademic Senator  

Department M.E.S.V.A. 
University of  L’Aquila  

Piazzale Salvatore Tommasi 1 
 67100 Coppito (L’Aquila)  

 
Individual and group psychotherapist psychologist 

enrico.perilli@univaq.it 
0862 432409 

+39 3333416778 
 
 
Dr. Salvatore Settineri                 
04/05/2021 
Editor-in-Chief  
Mediterranean Journal of Clinical Psychology 

 

Dear Dr. Salvatore Settineri,  

We submit our manuscript entitled "Cross-cultural correlates of homophobia: comparison of 

Italian and Spanish attitudes towards homosexuals" to your consideration for publication as a 

regular article in the Mediterranean Journal of Clinical Psychology. 

The article research it’s of heuristic value presenting a new investigation paradigm to study 

cross-cultural factors affecting the homophobic attitudes in two large samples of subjects from 

Italy and Spain, Mediterranean countries related from a cultural and traditional background and 

for general acceptance of homosexuals. Nevertheless the stereotype conveyed by the mass 

media, becoming common thought, delineates Italy as a strongly homophobic country and 

Spain as extremely open to homosexual culture and way of life. Our hypothesis is that, despite 

general acceptance of homosexuals in Italy is increased on last decades, the homophobic 

attitude of Italian citizens towards homosexual minorities is greater than that shown by Spanish 



 
UNIVERSITÀ DEGLI STUDI DELL’AQUILA 

 
DIPARTIMENTO DI MEDICINA CLINICA, SANITÀ PUBBLICA,  

SCIENZE DELLA VITA E DELL’AMBIENTE 
 
         

 
Segreteria Didattica: 

 P.le Salvatore Tommasi  n. 1, 67100 L’Aquila, fraz. Coppito – Tel. +39 0862 433301, fax + 39 0862 433303 
 Segreteria Amministrativo-Contabile: 

 P.le Salvatore Tommasi  n. 1, 67100 L’Aquila, fraz. Coppito – Tel. +39 0862 434762-3 Fax. +39 0862 434761  
CF e P. IVA 01021630668 

 

due also to stronger stereotypes of Italians, which seem to be increased and diffused in 

ideological right parties. It was therefore our interest to investigate which factors, whether 

cognitive and emotional or ideological and cultural, could be related to any difference in 

homophobic behavior in response to the presence of gays and lesbians beyond their general 

social acceptance.  

Our study increases the knowledge of the psychological mechanisms of homophobic behaviors 

in association to national cultural stereotypes and prejudices diffused in two Mediterranean 

countries. For these reasons we believe this article is appropriate for publication in the 

Mediterranean Journal of Clinical Psychology. 

  

The manuscript has 3 figures and 9 tables, and has not been published previously. All the 

authors meet the criteria for authorship of this work and have approved the contents of the final 

manuscript. Authors’ information and contact numbers are listed below: 

 

ENRICO PERILLI, Aggregate Professor and Researcher, conception and design of this study 

research. Contacts: tel. +39 3333416778; email: enrico.perilli@univaq.it 
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MATTEO PERAZZINI, Research Fellow, writing, review and editing. Contacts: tel. +39 

3407793658; email: perazzinimatteo@libero.it   
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Yours sincerely, 

Enrico Perilli  

 

 

 

 


