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Dear Mr Salvatore Settineri, 

We, Jean Pierre Mambou, Nathalie Dumet and Jean Baptiste Fotso Djemo, wish to submit an original research article entitled “Operative thinking, alexithymia and feeling and expression of the theme of persecution” for consideration by Mediterranean journal of clinical psychology. We confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere, nor is it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere.

Operative thinking and alexithymia have been understood as revealing of psychic mechanisms dysfunction of most somatic patients in western culture. In an African context, the feeling and expression of the theme of persecution, in it is in order. It consists in the consideration of a witchcraft attack as etiological factor. In this paper, we show that the collectivist and spiritualist African culture favors among the subject, notably through the feeling and expression of the theme of persecution, a freedom and creativity that are sources of a considerable richness of imaginary and affective expression, all phenomena in opposition to operative thinking and alexithymia. These latters are characterized by an imaginary, affective poverty, and at the level of the nomination of affects. However, the persecutory theme, as much as the operative thinking, does not favor a higher level of mentalization and symbolization. Hence the inappropriateness of the use of symptoms to differentiate between Africa and the West, but rather the relevance of the richness of the psyche and culture respectively. This is significant because it allows to understand the psychic functioning of somatic patients from both cultural contexts. 

We believe that this manuscript is appropriate for publication by Mediterranean journal of clinical psychology because it focuses on clinical psychology. We have no conflicts of interest to disclose.
 Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript at: jeanpierremambou@gmx.fr.

Thank you for your consideration of this manuscript. 

Yours sincerely,

Jean Pierre Mambou Nouemssi
Nathalie Dumet

Jean Baptiste Foso Djemo
