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Submission of manuscript titled “The Cancer Patient and Caregiver Relationship: 
A Developmental Approach to Examining Well-Being in the Context of Cancer Caregiving”


Francesca Cuzzocrea, Ph.D. 
Editor, Journal of Clinical and Developmental Psychology 

Dear Dr. Cuzzocrea,

We are grateful for your consideration of our article, “The Cancer Patient and Caregiver Relationship: A Developmental Approach to Examining Well-Being in the Context of Cancer Caregiving” co-authored by myself (Ximena Giesemann), Dr. Saida Heshmati, and Dr. Jessica DeHart. In it, we review the literature that is focused on caregiver’s experiences in the cancer patient-caregiver dynamic, specifically that which explores this phenomenon using a lifespan developmental approach. We place the cancer caregiver at the center of the bioecological model (Bronfenbrenner & Morris, 2006), deeming the interaction between the caregiver and patient a proximal process in the caregiver’s ecological environment. Within this interaction, how the developmental life stage—according to Erikson’s (1959) stages of psychosocial development—of both the caregiver and the patient impacts caregiver well-being is explored.

Our article is a good fit for Journal of Clinical and Developmental Psychology as it relies heavily on developmental psychological theory and research as lenses through which to examine the cancer patient and caregiver relationship. Our findings also have clear and direct implications for practice, for example, they can inform age-appropriate interventions geared towards fostering cancer caregiver well-being. 

This article has not been published nor is it under review with another journal, and the three authors of this article all contributed ethically to this manuscript. Please do not hesitate to reach out at ximena.giesemann@cgu.edu if you need additional information. Thank you for your time and we look forward to hearing from you soon.

With gratitude,

Ximena Giesemann, M.A.
ximena.giesemann@cgu.edu
503-270-7603
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