Cover Letter

To the Editors of Addiction & Social Media Communication,
University of Messina
Dear Editors,
We are pleased to submit our manuscript entitled “Educational Opportunities and Risks of Social Media Use for Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities” for your consideration for publication in Addiction & Social Media Communication. This article presents a comprehensive narrative review of the existing academic literature (2000–2024) on how individuals with intellectual disabilities engage with social media and how such engagement creates both educational possibilities and serious risks.
Our work addresses a significant gap in the current scholarship by examining how social media platforms can act as inclusive educational environments—when appropriately scaffolded—as well as how these same environments can amplify vulnerability when systemic support is lacking. By synthesizing 52 empirical studies, systematic reviews, and theoretical contributions, we propose practical implications for educators, caregivers, and policymakers to promote meaningful digital inclusion.
We believe that the manuscript is well aligned with the aims of Addiction & Social Media Communication, particularly its focus on the psychosocial implications of digital engagement. The manuscript has not been published nor is under consideration elsewhere.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We thank you for your time and consideration, and we look forward to the opportunity to contribute to your journal.
Sincerely,
Dr. Dorota Chimicz
Institute of Pedagogy, Maria Curie-Skłodowska University, Lublin, Poland
Email: dorota.chimicz@mail.umcs.pl
Dr. Alicja Lisiecka
Institute of Pedagogy, Maria Curie-Skłodowska University, Lublin, Poland
Email: alicja.lisiecka@mail.umcs.pl

