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Abstract 

Canine atopic dermatitis is a common skin problem involved dogs and cats, genetically 

predisposed, associated with the synthesis of IgE antibodies against environmental antigens . The 

disease is present in young animals (aged between 6 months and 3-4 years), most frequently in 

female than male clinical features. Pruritus and erythema are principal clinical signs . Non-

dermatological forms characterized by rhinitis, cataracts, asthma, gastrointestinal symptoms and 

irregular estrous cycle. The Authors analyze the conditions enabling the redhibitory action in cases 

of dogs affected by atopic dermatitis and suggest new medico-legal perspectives concerning buying 

and selling to prevent disputes 
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Introduction 

Canine atopic dermatitis (CAD) is a very common skin disorder, with a chronic and 

recurring course, associated with the synthesis of IgE antibodies, more frequently directed 

towards environmental allergens (pollen, mold, human dandruff, dust mites, etc.) . Genetic 

factors are involved in the onset. Generally, CAD is reported in dogs aged between 6 

months and 3-4 years, most frequently in female than male (1,2). Its appearance under 6 

months of life is particularly unusual (2). Scottish Terrier, Fox Terrier, Staffordshire Bull 

Terrier, Boxer, Lhasa Apso, Labrador, German Shepherd, Dalmatian, Shar Pei, West 

Highland White Terrier are the breeds most frequently affected. CAD is a multifactorial 

disease caused by immune abnormalities (hypersensitivity of type I and IV), skin barrier 

defects, genetic and environmental factors, including microorganisms (bacteria and 

malassezie) (3). Dogs with CAD have high levels of IgE, an imbalance ratio of lymphocyte 

populations with an increase in the Th2 fraction, alteration of epidermal integrity and skin 

iperactivity. The activation of IgE, following exposure to the antigen, causes the 

degranulation of mast cells.  
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Clinical features and management  

The CAD has a remarkably different clinical features, characterized primarily by: pruritus and 

erythema (1).Skin lesions on head, neck, limbs, trunk and auricles appear in the chronic phase. 

Subjects affected by CAD are at risk to secondary pyoderma, malassezia dermatitis, external 

otitis and hypersensitivity to flea bites (4). Sometimes the disease shows only as recurrent otitis, 

conjunctivitis, perianal adenitis, secondary bacterial dermatitis, secondary seborrheic dermatitis 

or licking dermatitis (5). There are non-dermatological forms characterized by rhinitis (in less 

than 5% of subjects), cataracts, asthma, gastrointestinal symptoms and irregularities in the estrous 

cycle (1) (Table 1). 

The diagnosis is complex, since it is mainly based on patient signaling (breed, age), on clinical 

signs and on the history of the disease (presence of pruritus, autotraumatism, etc.). There is not 

specific biomarker for the CAD (6, 7). 

Furthermore, it is necessary to exclude the presence of other diseases that could give the same 

clinical signs. The therapy involves a supplementation of essential fatty acids in the diet and the 

administration of immunomodulatory drugs (cortisone or cyclosporine). Frequent shampoos are 

recommended to remove allergens on the skin. The Authors analyze the legal consequences of 

CAD, classifying as a redemptive vice, for the purposes of the buyer's guarantee actions from the 

Civil Code. 

Medico-legal aspects 

Based on the characteristic of the disease, in buying of dogs with CADthe Authors propose 

a medico-legal evaluation. It is clear that the CAD can be considered a “redhibitory defect” 

(8)), because is: severe, pre-existing and noteasily recognizable (9, 10, 11, 12)It is possible 

that most of the dogs are affected by a mild form of CAD. But the severe form of the 

disease can lead to self-mutilation and chronic stress. This can cause behavioral problems, 

aggression, immunosuppression and gastric ulcers (cortisol prevents the repair of 

ulcers).Chronic stress is also responsible for the appearance of stereotypical behaviors.The 

response to pruritus or pain will be different due in relation to context and previous 

experiences of the atopic subject (13). A stressed animal can become asocial and 

aggressive, thus constituting a considerable problem for public health (13).Therefore, even 

in the presence of an animal almost completely asymptomatic, we can define the disease as 

severe, because the itching induced by atopy will be responsible for the stress of the 

affected dog, with serious consequences on its behavior. 

Genetic factors, that give onset of the clinical disease beyond the year of age,  from a legal 

point of view, are characteristic of the pre-existence. Therefore, in case of sale of adult 
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subjects, these may already be affected by atopy, although are asymptomatic.  

The pathology is not easily recognizable, as it is often characterized by modest and 

unspecific symptoms. Even a visit by a veterinarian could diagnose the CAD with certainty 

only after some time and several tests to exclude other diseases. These assumptions 

constitute an important medico-legal aspect. In fact, the prescription for a possible 

redhibitory or action estimatory action against the seller expires within 8 days from the 

discovery of the disease and within one year of purchase in according to civil code (articles 

1490-1496).It may happen that the CAD show itself in a severe clinical form only after 1 

year from the delivery of the animal and, in this case, the buyer can not exercise any legal 

action against the seller. 

Conclusion 

Considering as above said, it would be appropriate to extend the warranty for the canine 

breeds most affected by the CAD (14). In this way the buyer can be guaranteed and legal 

disputes can be avoided, according to the Messineo (1952) (15). Furthermore, it is advisable 

for the breeder to eliminate animals affected by CAD from reproduction plans.  

Finally, a veterinarian should visit the dog at the time of purchase,  in order to check the 

health of the puppy. 

 

Conflicts of Interest: There is no potential conflict of interest, and the authors have nothing to 

disclose. This work was not supported by any grant. 

 

References 

1. Paterson, S. (1998). Skin diseases of the dog. Blackwell Science Ltd, Oxford, United Kingdom.  

2. Wilkinson, G.T., Harvey, R.G. (1994). Color Atlas of Small Animal Dermatology, a guide to 

diagnosis. Mosby-Wolfe Publishing, Barcelona, Spain. 

3. Noli, C., Toma S. (2011). Dermatologia del cane e del gatto. Poletto editore, Gaggiano (Mi), 

Italy. 

4. Cerundolo, R. (2002). Dermatite atopica del cane: la guarigione resta un miraggio, il controllo 

una realtà. Il Progresso Veterinario. 2: 68-73. 

5. Kummel, B.A. (1993). Atlante di dermatologia dei piccoli animali. Edizioni SBM, Noceto (PR), 

Italy. 

6. Griffin, C.E., DeBoer, D.J. (2001). The ACVD task force on canine atopic dermatitis (XIV): 

Clinical manifestations of canine atopic dermatitis. Vet ImmunolImmunopath. 81:255-269.  

7. DeBoer, D.J., Hillier, A. (2001). The ACVD task force on canine atopic dermatitis (XV): 

Fundamental concepts in clinical diagnosis. Vet ImmunolImmunopath. 81:271-276. 

8. Passantino, M. (1963). Il significato di malattia identificata nel vizio ed i suoi riflessi in 

Medicina Veterinaria. Grafiche LA SICILIA, Messina, 3-8.. 

9. Passantino, A. (2006). Medico-legal considerations of canine leishmaniasis in Italy: an overview 

of an emerging disease with reference to the purchase. Scientific and technical Review of the OIE 

25(3): 1111-1123. 

10. Quartarone, V., Quartuccio M., Cristarella S., PassantinoA.(2012). La consulenza tecnica nella 

compravendita di animali: caso clinico. Veterinaria 26(5): 45-53. 

11. Passantino, A, Cubeddu GM, Panichi M., Pintori G., Pollicino P. (1996). Osservazioni medico-



APMB - Atti della Accademia Peloritana dei Pericolanti 

Classe di Scienze Medico Biologiche 
Vol. 107(1) 2019 

ISSN 1828-6550 

 
 

DOI: 10.6092 / 1828-6550 / APMB.107.1.2019.OS3 

 

PMB - Atti della Accademia Peloritana dei Pericolanti - Classe di Scienze Medico-Biologiche (2019), 107(1): OS3(1-4) 
DOI: 10.6092 / 1828-6550 / APMB.107.1.2019.OS3 

legali nell’insufficienza aortica del cavallo. Atti XIII Congresso Nazionale S.I.D.I., 139 -143. 

12. Pugliese, A, Passantino M, Passantino A. (1994). Considerazioni medico-legali sulla cataratta 

del cavallo. Atti S.I.S.Vet. XLVIII: 1413-1415. 

13. Notari, L. 2009. Manual of canine and feline behavioural medicine. Second edition, British 

Small Animal Veterinary Association, Gloucester, United Kingdom. 

14. Passantino, M., Venza, M., Fenga, C., Passantino, A. (2002). Aspetti medico-legali nella 

compravendita del cane affetto da oculopatie congenite e/o ereditarie in Italia. Bollettino di 

Oculistica. 81(3): 479-487. 

15. Messineo, F. (1952). Manuale di diritto civile e commerciale. Giuffrè, Milano, Italy. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

©2019 by the Author(s); licensee Accademia Peloritana dei Pericolanti (Messina, Italy). Thisarticleis an open 
accessarticledistributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative CommonsAttribution 4.0 
International License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

 

Communicated and received December 13, 2018, revised February 7, 2019; published on line April 23, 2019 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

