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ABSTRACT. This paper compiles an updated checklist of the Sicilian Cassidinae and
Cryptocephalini species (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae, Cassidinae and Cryptocephalinae)
starting from a critical bibliographic screening and adding new material, mainly collected
by the first author in the last few decades. A total of 61 species is reported, with new
data for many rarely collected taxa. The provided data expand the known distribution of
many uncommon species in Sicily. Two species are recorded for the first time: Cassida
inopinata Sassi and Borowiec, 2006 and Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) bimaculatus
Fabricius, 1781 and two uncertain presences are confirmed: Cassida deflorata Suffrian,
1844 and Cassida nobilis Linné, 1758. The presence of other sixteen species is considered
questionable and needs further confirmation.

1. Introduction

Leaf beetles are all phytophagous Coleoptera. They are usually of a rather stout build,
with a rounded or oval shape, often brightly coloured or with metallic hues. Worldwide some
32500 species in 2114 genera of Chrysomelidae have been described (Ślipiński et al. 2011),
the majority of which occur in the tropics as is the case with numerous other Coleoptera
families. Currently, the leaf beetle subfamily Cassidinae comprises the tortoise beetles
(Cassidinae s. str.) and the hispine beetles (Hispinae s. str.) (Borowiec 1995; Hsiao and
Windsor 1999; Chaboo 2007). So far, the Cassidinae list about 6300 described species
within more than 340 genera, being the second most speciose subfamily of leaf beetles
(Borowiec and Świętojańska 2014). Borowiec and Świętojańska (2014) listed 12 tribes of
Cassidinae (four in the Old Word) and 25 tribes of Hispinae. Cassidini, the most species-rich
tribe of the subfamily, include up to 1000 species within 87 genera; 41 of them are found
in the Old World, 45 are listed from the New World. The huge genus Cassida Linnaeus
(more than 430 described species) is distributed worldwide (Borowiec and Świętojańska
2017). Chaboo (2007), taking into account morphological characters proposed that the
subfamilies Cassidinae sensu stricto (s. str.) and Hispinae s. str. constituted a monophyletic
group and incorporated these two clades in a single subfamily, the Cassidinae sensu lato.
Phylogenetic study based on molecular data (Gómez-Zurita et al. 2008), corroborated
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this opinion. Cassidinae species tend to be monophagous (Chaboo 2007) and are often
associated with the plant families Convolvulaceae and Asteraceae, but are also found
feeding on Arecaceae, Boraginaceae, Caryophyllaceae, Chenopodioideae, Lamiaceae and
Solanaceae (Borowiec and Świętojańska 2014). The complete life cycle of Cassidinae
species often occur on a single plant, sometime on a single leaf (Borowiec and Świętojańska
2014). Cryptocephalini Gyllenhal, 1813 constitute the biggest tribe in the leaf beetle
subfamily Cryptocephalinae, consisting of about 3,000 species worldwide. Within this
tribe the most speciose genus, Cryptocephalus, lists about 1800 described species and
subspecies (Schöller 2002). Another species-rich genus inside the Cryptocephalini tribe
is Pachybrachis Chevrolat, 1836, made up of more than 350 described species, with 156
species and subspecies in the Palaearctic (Sassi 2012; Schöller 2020). Pachybrachis is
widely distributed in the Holarctic and Neotropical regions and reaches its maximum species
diversity in Central and South America (Montagna et al. 2013). The Cryptocephalinae are
markedly less known than the Cassidinae, as in many cases they have not been the subject
of recent revisions. In particular for the tropical regions, the understanding of this diverse
subfamily stopped at studies carried out in the second half of the nineteenth century, since
then only a few scattered contributes have been published. Several Sicilian Cassidinae and
Cryptocephalini, together with others Chrysomelidae have been known for a long time for
the Island and were listed in the Catalogues of Bertolini (1872, 1899, 1904), Luigioni (1929),
and Vitale (1932, 1935). The Fauna Europaea database lists 49 species of Chrysomelidae
Cryptocephalini and Cassidinae from Sicily (Sassi 2013). Much of the distribution data of
the Italian Cryptocephalini from Sicily, some 294 records, were gathered in the Checklist
and distribution of the Italian Fauna (Ckmap) project (Sassi 2005). The aim of the present
paper is to provide an updated account of the presence and distribution of the Chrysomelidae
Cassidinae and Cryptocephalini in Sicily as it were recently conducted for Curculioninae
(Baviera and Caldara 2020), Histeridae (Baviera and Vienna 2019), Elateridae (Baviera
and Platia 2018), Cerambycidae (Baviera et al. 2017), Chrysomelidae Alticini (Baviera and
Biondi 2015) and Nitidulidae and Kateretidae (Baviera and Audisio 2014).

2. Materials and methods

Data came from samplings carried out all over Sicily, concentrated on the best-preserved
habitats in mountains chains (Sicani, Madonie, Nebrodi, Peloritani, Erei, Iblei and Mount
Etna) and on Sicilian Islands (Aeolean Archipelago: Lipari, Vulcano, Salina, Stromboli,
Alicudi, Filicudi and Panarea; Egadi Archipelago: Favignana, Levanzo and Marettimo;
Pelagie Archipelago: Lampedusa, Linosa and Lampione; Ustica; Pantelleria). Many listed
specimens were obtained during research carried out aiming for a better knowledge of the
Sicilian Coleoptera (Baviera 2007, 2008, 2010; Baviera and Liberti 2010; Baviera and
Magnano 2010; Caldara et al. 2010; Bellò and Baviera 2011; Magrini and Baviera 2011;
Toševski et al. 2011; Caldara et al. 2012; Toševski et al. 2014; Baviera 2015; Toševski
et al. 2015; Baviera and Bellò 2016; Solano et al. 2016; Bellò et al. 2017, 2019). We
used sweep netting, leaf-litter sifting and pitfall traps to collect samples. The data obtained
were compared and combined with the regional presence available in published records.
The systematics and nomenclature follow the recent Catalogue of Paleartic Coleoptera
(Löbl and Smetana 2010). Genera and species are listed in alphabetical order within each

Atti Accad. Pelorit. Pericol. Cl. Sci. Fis. Mat. Nat., Vol. 98, No. 2, A7 (2020) [35 pages]



THE CASSIDINAE AND CRYPTOCEPHALINI (COLEOPTERA CHRYSOMELIDAE) OF SICILY . . . A7-3

group. For each species the following data is given: nomenclatural combinations, chorotype
(according to the categories proposed by Vigna Taglianti et al. (1992, 1999), Sassi (2005),
and Biondi et al. (2013). The new records are listed as follows: locality (with municipality
and province), date, collector, collecting method and habitat, number of specimens, and
collection (in parentheses). As for the records taken from the literature, the source is given
after the mentioned locality; updated data records from older collections are enclosed in
square brackets. Data on host plants were obtained through careful bibliographic screening,
integrated with unpublished personal observations. As for the names of botanic families,
we used the last Checklist of Sicilian flora (Raimondo et al. 2010). As far as the trophic
range is concerned, we refer to the terminology used by Biondi (1996): “monophagous”
(MON): species with adults feeding on one or two systematically closely related plant
genera; “oligophagous” (OLI): species with adults feeding on plant genera from one or
two systematically closely related families; and “polyphagous” (POL): species with adults
feeding on many botanical species that are not systematically closely related. New records
are reported, grouped by Sicilian provinces, with data written on labels pinned under the
specimens and standardized as follows: locality (with municipality and province), date,
collecting method and habitat, surname and initials of name of the collector, collection
acronym. The source of records taken from the literature is given as locality or generic
regional record. The acronym “FEI” (Forum Entomologi Italiani) reports citations from
photos identified on the web site http://www.entomologiitaliani.net.

CHOROTYPE ACRONYMS

ASE = Asiatic-European
EME = Est-Mediterranean
EUR = European
NAF = North African
MED = Mediterranean
PAL = Palaearctic
SEU = South-European
SIE = Sibiric-European
TEM = Turanic-European-Mediterranean
TUE = Turanic-European
WME = West-Mediterranean
WPA = West-Palaeartic

ENDEMIC DISTRIBUTION TYPE ACRONYMS

SICI = Sicilian Endemic
APP = Appenninic
TYR = Tyrrenic
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PLANT FAMILY ACRONYMS

AMA = Amaranthaceae
ANA = Anacardiaceae
API = Apiaceae
AST = Asteraceae
BET = Betulaceae
CAR = Caryophyllaceae
CHE = Chenopodiaceae
CIS = Cistaceae
CON = Convolvulaceae
COR = Corylaceae
ERI = Ericaceae
FAB = Fabaceae
FAG = Fagaceae
HYP = Hypericaceae
MYR = Myrtaceae
PLU = Plumbaginaceae
POA = Poaceae
RAN = Ranunculaceae
ROS = Rosaceae
SAL = Salicaceae
TAM = Tamaricaceae
ULM = Ulmaceae
URT = Urticaceae
UNK = Unknown

COLLECTIONS ACRONYMS

BCPC = Baviera Cosimo Personal Collection
SDPC = Sassi Davide Personal Collection
MVPC = Monzini Vittorio Personal Collection
CPPC = Cornacchia Paolo Personal Collection
AFMC = Angelini Fernando Museum La Specola Collection
DLPC = Diotti Luigi Personal Collection
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3. Results

Faunistic list

CASSIDINAE GYLLENHAL, 1813

CASSIDINI GYLLENHAL, 1813

Oxylepis DESBROCHERS, 1884

Oxylepis deflexicollis (Boheman, 1862)
Chorotype – EME
Host plant – CHE (Caroxylon vermiculatum, Suaeda vermiculata, S. vera; Halocnemum strobilaceum,
Salicornia spp.)
Trophic category – POL

Notes. In Sicily this species was recorded with the nominal subspecies and O. deflexicollis
involuta (Fairmaire, 1880) (Vitale 1935).

Hypocassida Weise, 1893

Hypocassida subferruginea (Schrank, 1776)
Chorotype – PAL
Host plants – CON (Convolvulus arvensis, C. sepium, C. cantabrica, C. soldanella)
Trophic category – POL
New records – Catania: Mazzarone, 170m a.s.l., 10.III.2014, Baviera C. and Bellò C. (BCPC);
Caltanissetta: Niscemi, incrocio per Sughereta, 300m a.s.l., 10.XII.2014, Baviera C. and Bellò
C. (BCPC); Ragusa: Monti Iblei, Castelluccio, 1994, Sassi D. (SDPC); Palermo: Monti Sicani,
Chiusa Sclafani, 720m a.s.l., 11.III.2009, Baviera C. (BCPC); Cinisi, Montagnalonga, Piano Margi,
30. XI.2015, Baviera C. and Bellò C. (BCPC); Balestrate, 160m a.s.l., 30.I.2011, Baviera C. and
Bellò C. (BCPC); Trapani: Sicani, Santa Ninfa, 08.III.2014, Baviera C. and Bellò C. (BCPC).

Notes. In Sicily the species was recorded, until now, only from Agrigento (Licata: Fiori
1906) and Iblei (Castelluccio di Noto: Sassi 1994).

Cassida Linné, 1758

Cassida algirica Aubé, 1842
Chorotype – SEU
Host plants – AST (Galactites tomentosus, Cirsium scabrum, Cynara cardunculus, Carthamus spp.)
Trophic category – POL
New records – Messina: Città, Annunziata, 03.V.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Torre Faro contr.

Atti Accad. Pelorit. Pericol. Cl. Sci. Fis. Mat. Nat., Vol. 98, No. 2, A7 (2020) [35 pages]



A7-6 C. BAVIERA AND D. SASSI

Granatari, 10.III.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 25-28.IV.2000; ditto, 12.V.2001; Monti Pelori-
tani, Monte Antennammare, 1133m a.s.l., 05.VII.1999, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 22.III.2004, Baviera
C. (BCPC); Francavilla di Sicilia, Fiume Alcantara, Le Gurne, 19.V.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC). Cata-
nia: Castiglione di Sicilia, Fiume Alcantara, Cuba di Santa Domenica, 19.V.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC);
Raddusa, Libertina, 28.V.2007, Diotti L. (DLPC); Raddusa, Lago Ogliastro, 29.V.2007, Diotti L.
(DLPC); Monte Etna, Linguaglossa Catena, 500m a.s.l., 26.IV.2000, Angelini F. (CAMC); Siracusa:
Lentini, Lago di Lentini, 28.V.2007, Diotti L. (DLPC); Palermo: Fiume Pollina, 28.V.1972, Romano
M. (BCPC); Sicani, Bosco Ficuzza, 700m a.s.l., 01.V.2000, Angelini F. (CAMC); ditto, IV.1934,
(SDPC); Lago Piana degli Albanesi, 610m a.s.l., 21.V.1996, (SDPC); Monte Genuardo, 28.V.2007,
Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. A common and widespread species in Sicily. It was recorded from Sicily by Romano
(1849), (Palermo, Passo di Rigano, Ficuzza: Luigioni and Tirelli 1912; Vitale 1935).

Cassida deflorata Suffrian, 1844
Chorotype – MED
Host plants – AST (Jacobaea maritima, Cirsium dyris, Cynara cardunculus scolymus, C. cardunculus
cardunculus, Arctium lappa, Carduus tenuiflorus, Silybum marianum)
Trophic category – POL
New records – Messina: Capo Tindari, Olivieri, Laghetti Marinello, 18.X.2002, Baviera C. (BCPC);
ditto, 02.III.2002, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Peloritani, Monte Scuderi, 1100m a.s.l., 31.V.2005,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Nebrodi, Monte Soro, 1500m a.s.l., in pitfall trap, 05.VIII-09.IX.2005;
Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 1800m a.s.l., 22.VI.2007; ditto, 02.VI.2007; ditto, 27.VI.2008, sifting;
Biviere di Cesarò, 1200m a.s.l., 27.V.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 26.V.2004; Portella Maulazzo,
1400m a.s.l., 17.V.2001, Baviera C. (BCPC); Capizzi, Portella dell’Obolo 1500m a.s.l., 25.VI.2007,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Catania: Raddusa, Libertina, 28.V.2007, Diotti L. (DLPC); Monte Etna, versante
Est, Bosco Cerrita, 1500m a.s.l., 01.VII.2004, Baviera C. (BCPC); Randazzo, str. per Linguaglossa
31.V.2007, Diotti L. (DLPC); Fiume Dittaino ponte stat. 417, 08.V.1980, Diotti L. (DLPC); Palermo:
Madonie, Piano Zucchi, 1100m a.s.l., 03.VI.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Piano Battaglietta, 16. V. 2008,
Baviera C. and Rando A. (BCPC); Piano Battaglia, 1300m a.s.l., 02.VI.2008, Cornacchia P. (PCPC);
ditto, 10.VI.1993, (SDPC); Bosco Ficuzza, 700/900m a.s.l., 24.V.1996, (SDPC).

Notes. Another very common and widespread species in Sicily, it was recorded from the
Island by Bertolini (1872), Assenza (1892), Bertolini (1904), and Vitale (1935). We can
confirm the presence of this species in Sicily, which was doubtfully recorded in the Italian
Checklist (Biondi et al. 1995).

Cassida ferruginea Goeze, 1777
Chorotype – SIE
Host plants – AST (Pulicaria dysenterica)
Trophic category – MON

Notes. This hygrophilous species was recorded from Sicily by Bertolini (1872), Assenza
(1892), Ragusa (1894), and Vitale (1935).
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Cassida inopinata Sassi and Borowiec, 2006
Chorotype – EUR
Host plants – AST (Centaurea spp.)
Trophic category – MON
New records – Siracusa: Lentini, 28.V.2007, Monzini V. (MVPC).

Notes. This rather recently described species is new from Sicily as was known up to
Basilicata in Southern Italy (Sassi and Borowiec 2006).

Cassida inquinata Brullé, 1832
Chorotype – PAL
Host plants – AST (Matricaria spp., Anthemis spp., Cladanthus spp., Chamaemelum nobile)
Trophic category – OLI
New records – Catania: Raddusa, Lago Ogliastro, 28.V.2007, Diotti L. (DLPC); Raddusa, Libertina,
28.V.2007, Diotti L. (DLPC); Enna: Agira, 29.V.2007, Monzini V. (MVPC); Siracusa: Buccheri,
Iblei, 650m a.s.l., Angelini F. (AFMC); Palermo: Fiume Pollina, 28.V.1972, Romano M. (BCPC);
Piana Albanesi Portella S. Agata, 750m a.s.l., 01.VI.2008, Cornacchia P. (PCPC); Trapani: Calatafimi
dint., 21.V.2010, Diotti L. (DLPC).

Notes. A xerophilous species recorded from Sicily by Vitale (1920), Luigioni (1929), and
Vitale (1935).

Cassida major Kraatz, 1874
Chorotype – WME
Host plants – AST (Centaurea acaulis)
Trophic category – MON
New records – Messina: Nebrodi, Floresta, 24.VI.2007 (SDPC); Catania: Monte Etna vers. Sud
Pedara, 11.IV.1949 (SDPC)

Notes. A rare species in Sicily, recorded sub C. humeralis Kraatz by Winkler (1930).

Cassida rubiginosa O.F. Müller, 1776
Chorotype – PAL
Host plants – AST (Cirsium spp., Carduus spp., Arctium lappa, Centaurea spp., Onopordum spp.,
Silybum marianum, Serratula tinctoria, Cynara cardunculus scolymus, Saussurea spp.)
Trophic category – OLI
New records – Messina: Monti Peloritani, Monte Antennammare, 1133m a.s.l., 27.VII.1999, Baviera
C. (BCPC); ditto, 22.III.2004; Monti Nebrodi, San Fratello, 1300m a.s.l., 17.V.2002, Baviera C.
(BCPC); Biviere di Cesarò, 31.V.2003, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 19.VI.2002, Baviera C. (BCPC);
Catania: Castiglione di Sicilia, Fiume Alcantara, Cuba di Santa Domenica, 28.V.2010, Baviera C.
(BCPC); Siracusa: Cassibile, 10.V.1970, Monzini V. (MVPC); Palermo: Madonie, Piano Zucchi,
21.VI.2001, Baviera C. (BCPC); Sicani, Bosco Ficuzza, 700m a.s.l., 01.VI.2008, Cornacchia P.
(CPPC); ditto, 05.V.2007, Angelini F. (AFMC).
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Notes. A species recorded from Sicily by Bertolini (1872, sub C. vibex), Ragusa (1894),
and Vitale (1935).

Cassida sanguinolenta O.F. Müller, 1776
Chorotype – PAL
Host plants – AST (Achillea millefolium, Tanacetum vulgare.)
Trophic category – OLI
New records – Messina: Monti Peloritani, Monte Antennammare, 1133m a.s.l., 05.V.2004, Baviera
C. (BCPC); Monti Nebrodi, Biviere di Cesarò, 26.V.2004, Baviera C. (BCPC); Catania: Etna Nord
Linguaglossa, 22.V.2000, (SDPC); Randazzo, str. per Linguaglossa, 31.V.2007, Diotti L. (DLPC).

Notes. This species was recorded from the neighborhood of Palermo (Passo di Rigano,
Ficuzza: Luigioni and Tirelli (1912) and from Sicily by Vitale (1935).

Cassida seladonia Gyllenhal, 1827
Chorotype – EUR
Host plants – AST (Filago spp., Helichrysum spp., Gnaphalium spp., Artemisia spp., Achillea spp.,
Tanacetum spp.)
Trophic category – POL
New records – Siracusa: Melilli, Torri Belluzza, 20.VI.1969 (SDPC).

Notes. The presence of this species in Sicily was recorded by Bertolini (1872), but Vitale
(1935) considered wrong this record.

Cassida nobilis Linné, 1758
Chorotype – SIE
Host plants – AMA, URT, AST (Tripleurospermum inodorum, CHE (Chenopodium album, Oxybasis
rubra, Beta vulgaris, Atriplex spp.), CAR (Stellaria media, Silene vulgaris, Honckenya peploides)
Trophic category – POL
New records – Catania: Raddusa, Lago Ogliastro, 28.V.2007, Diotti L. (DLPC).

Notes. A species recorded from Sicily by Romano (1849), Bertolini (1904), Luigioni and
Tirelli (1912), and Vitale (1935). We are able to confirm the presence of this species in
Sicily, which was doubtfully recorded in the Italian Checklist (Biondi et al. 1995).

Cassida pusilla Waldt, 1835
Chorotype – MED
Host plants – AST (Pulicaria dysenterica, Dittrichia viscosa, Pentanema montanum)
Trophic category – POL

Notes. We were unable to see Sicilian specimens of this species, recorded from Sicily by
Bertolini (1872, 1904), Luigioni:1929, Vitale:1935. Vitale recorded the subspecies C. pusilla
pupillata Bohm from two localities in Messina province: Villerica (Naso), 12.V.1932 and Sicaminò
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(Gualtieri), 16.VI.1932 (Vitale 1940).

Cassida vittata Villers, 1789
Chorotype – PAL
Host plants – AST (Chenopodium spp., Beta spp., Salicornia spp., Tanacetum vulgare.)
Trophic category – OLI
New records – Messina: Monti Nebrodi, Biviere di Cesarò, 11.IV.2002, Baviera C. (BCPC); Catania:
Raddusa, Lago Ogliastro, 28.V.2007, Diotti L. (DLPC); Caltanissetta: Gela, Biviere, 29-30.V.2006,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Agrigento: Portella Rocco Corvo, 15.V.1996, (SDPC); Lampedusa, Cala Sponze,
08.VI.2003, Borroni (BPC); Palermo: Madonie, Baita del Faggio, 1400m a.s.l., 08.V.2013, Baviera
C. (BCPC); Trapani: Calatafimi dint., 23.V.2010, (SDPC); R.N.O. Saline di Trapani e Paceco, Fiume
Lenzi Baiata, 29.IV.2004, Baviera C. (BCPC); San Vito Lo Capo, R. N. O. "Zingaro", 13-14.XI.2003,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Isole Egadi, Levanzo, 23.IV.2007, Baviera C. (BCPC); Isole Egadi, Favignana,
23.IV.2007, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. A species recorded from Sicily since a long time (Bertolini 1872; Siracusa: Fiori
1906; Luigioni 1929; Vitale 1935). Also recorded from Favignana by Daccordi and Ruffo
(1975).

Cassida margaritacea Schaller, 1783
Chorotype – SIE
Host plants – CAR (Silene vulgaris, S. latifolia, Saponaria officinalis, Spergula arvensis); AST ((adults
only): Helichrysum margaritaceum, Helichrysum arenarium, Centaurea decipiens, C. scabiosa, C.
cyanus, C. stenolepis); LAM (Thymus longicaulis).
Trophic category – POL
New records – Messina: Monti Peloritani, Monte Antennammare, 1133m a.s.l., 23.VII.2000, Baviera
C. (BCPC); Monti Nebrodi, Biviere di Cesarò, 01.VI.2007, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monte Soro, 1800m
a.s.l., 21.X.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); Lago Tre Arie, 1400m a.s.l., 02.VII.2005, Baviera C. (BCPC);
Palermo: Fiume Pollina, 28.V.1972, Romano M.; Madonie, Piano Zucchi, 19.VII.2006, Baviera
C. (BCPC); Siracusa: Augusta, 05.VIII.1997, I.S.A. (BCPC); Sicani, Bosco Ficuzza, 01.VI.2008,
Cornacchia P. (CPPC).

Notes. This species was recorded from Sicily by Romano (1849), Ragusa (1894), and Vitale
(1935).

Cassida subreticulata Suffrian, 1844
Chorotype – ASE
Host plants – CAR ( Saponaria officinalis)
Trophic category – MON

Notes. This species, was recorded from Sicily by Bertolini (1872) and Luigioni (1929), is
quite rare in Italy as a whole. We were unable to see any specimens of this species from
Sicily, for this reason its presence in the Island needs further confirmations.
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Cassida viridis Linné, 1758
Chorotype – ASE
Host plants – LAM (prevalently Salvia spp. and Mentha spp.)
Trophic category – OLI

Notes. A species recorded since a long time from Sicily (Romano 1849; Bertolini 1904;
Luigioni 1929; Vitale 1935). We are unable to see any specimen of this species from Sicily.

Cassida hemisphaerica Herbst, 1799
Chorotype – EUR
Host plants – CAR (Silene spp., Dianthus spp.)
Trophic category – OLI
New records – Messina: Monti Peloritani, Monte Antennammare, 1133m a.s.l., 26.VI.2001, Baviera C.
(BCPC); ditto, 17.X.2002, Baviera C. (BCPC); Palermo: Sicani, Bosco Ficuzza, 20.VI.2001, (SDPC).

Notes. A species recorded from Sicily by Luigioni (1929) and Vitale (1935). It was also
collected in Levanzo by Daccordi and Ruffo (1975).

Hispini Gyllenhal, 1813

Hispa Linné, 1767

Hispa atra Linné, 1767
Chorotype – PAL
Host plants – POA (Poa compressa, Elymus repens, Agrostis spp.)
Trophic category – POL
New records – Messina: Città, Annunziata, 06.IV.1998, Baviera C. (BCPC); Torre Faro contr.
Granatari, 12.IV.1992, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 22.III.2010; Capo Rasocolmo, Santo Saba, 01-
15.VI.2004, in pitfall trap, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Peloritani, Monte Antennammare, 1133m
a.s.l., 17.X.2002, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 05.V.2004; Itala, Monte Scuderi, 1100m a.s.l., 22.V.2004,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Fiume Lampiello, 14.IV.2004, Baviera C. (BCPC); Salice-Urni, 07.IV.2004,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Camaro Superiore, 24.IV.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Forte San Jachiddu, 375
m a.s.l., 22.III.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Nebrodi, Biviere di Cesarò, 26.V.2004, Baviera C.
(BCPC); ditto, 01.VI.2007; Rometta, Gimello, San Leone, 29.IV.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Mon-
talbano Elicona, Bosco di Malabotta, 23.V.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 23.VI.2006, Baviera
C. (BCPC); Palermo: Madonie, Piano Battaglietta, 1800m a.s.l., 23.VI.2009, Baviera C. (BCPC);
ditto, 24.IV.2008; Monti Sicani, Monte Carcaci, 25.X.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); Agrigento: Monte
Cammarata, 1450m a.s.l., 27.V.2007, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Sicani, Bisaquino, 530m a.s.l.,
28.V.2007, sifting Olea, Baviera C. and Bellò C. (BCPC); ditto, 25.XI.2009, sifting Olea, Baviera C.
and Bellò C. (BCPC); Trapani: San Vito Lo Capo, R. N. O. "Zingaro", 23-24.IV.2003, Baviera C.
(BCPC)
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Notes. Probably the commonest and most widespread species of the tribe in Sicily, recorded,
sub Hispella atra by Romano (1849), Bertolini (1904), Luigioni (1929), and Vitale (1935).
Recorded also from Eolie Islands (Alicudi: Lo Cascio et al. (2006).

Polyconia Weise, 1905

Polyconia caroli (Leprieur, 1883)
Chorotype – WME
Host plants – POA (Hyparrhenia hirta)
Trophic category – MON
New records – Messina: Torre Faro contr. Granatari, 11.VI.1989, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 23-
28.IV.2000; ditto, 27.V-05.VI.2000; ditto, 28.IV.2010; ditto, 27.V.2010; Capo Rasocolmo, Santo Saba,
29.V.2011, Baviera C. (BCPC); Capo Tindari, Olivieri, Laghetti Marinello, 10.X.2007, Baviera C.
(BCPC); Capo Milazzo, 01-02.VI.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Peloritani, Forte San Jachiddu,
375m a.s.l., 27.IV.2011, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 29.IV.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 27.V.2010,
Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 28.VI.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. This is a rare species in Italy known only from Sicily. It was reported sub P.
spinicornis Kraatz by Gestro (1909) from Palermo (IV.1906, leg. Dodero). Then it was
recorded as P. spissicornis Kraatz by Luigioni (1929) and thereafter by Aliquò (1975) from
Siracusa (Fonte Ciane, II.1966, leg. Aliquò). This last record was corrected in P. caroli by
Aliquò and Romano (1976). It seems to be quite common in Messina province not far from
the sea shore (up to 375 a.s.l., on Peloritani). In Europe this species is recorded only in Italy
and Spain.

Dicladispa Gestro, 1897

Dicladispa testacea (Linné, 1767)
Chorotype – MED
Host plants – CIS (Cistus spp., Helianthemum spp.)
Trophic category – OLI
New records – Messina: Monti Peloritani, Monte Antennammare, 1133m a.s.l., 05.VII.1999, Baviera
C. (BCPC); ditto, 17.X.1998; ditto, 17.X.2002; ditto 30.X.2009; Massa San Giovanni, 23.VIII.1997,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Forte San Jachiddu, 30.V.2011, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 28.VI.2010; ditto,
28.V.2010; ditto, 21.X.2010; ditto, 29.IX.2010; ditto, 27.X.2011; Palermo: Gibilmanna, 10.VIII.1996,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Trapani: San Vito Lo Capo, R.N.O. "Zingaro", 23-24.IV.2003, Baviera C.
(BCPC).

Notes. A common and widespread species recorded from Sicily, sub Hispa testacea, by
Romano (1849), Luigioni (1929), and Vitale (1935).

Leptispini Fairmaire, 1868
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Leptispa Baly, 1858

Leptispa filiformis (Germar, 1842)
Chorotype – MED (Algeria, Greece (Crete), Israel, Italy, Morocco, Spain).
Host plants – POA (Dactylis glomerata) CYP (Carex pendula, Scirpus spp.).
Trophic category – MON
New records – Palermo: Madonie, Montaspro, 900m a.s.l., 04.V.1973, Romano M. (BCPC); Piana
degli Albanesi, 21.V.1996, Sparacio I. (BCPC); Catania: Castel di Judica, 11.V.2015, Baviera C.
(BCPC).

Notes. This species, recorded from Sicily since a long time (Bertolini 1872, 1904; Luigioni
1929), seems to be rare in Sicily.

Cryptocephalini Gyllenhal, 1813

Stylosomus (Stylosomus) Suffrian, 1848

Stylosomus (Stylosomus) corsicus Rey, 1883
Chorotype – TYR
Host plants – TAM (Tamarix spp.).
Trophic category – MON

Notes. A tyrrhenian species, described from Corsica and S France, recorded also in Sicily
(Bertolini 1899), and quite recently confirmed in Palermo province (Sicani, Bosco Ficuzza
by Warchałowski (2007)).

Stylosomus (Stylosomus) tamarisci (Herrich-Schäffer, 1836)
Chorotype – SEU
Host plants – TAM (Tamarix spp.).
Trophic category – MON
New records – Messina: Marina di Caronia, 27.V.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. Suffrian (1848) proposed "tamaricis" as emended name, considering it grammatically
more correct. Since then, the proposal was followed by several authors and as such it also
appears in the recent Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera (Schöller in Löbl and Smetana
(2010)). As a matter of fact, according to the ICZN, the change of the original name has to
be considered an unjustified emendation (art. 32.5.1 and art. 33.2.2). This species, known
from Sicily since a long time (Rottenberg 1871; Bertolini 1872; Luigioni 1929; Vitale 1932),
is widely distributed in Sicily. Reported from Agrigento, Palermo (Madonie: Castelbuono),
Catania (Simeto), Sortino (Anapo) (Sassi 2005).
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Stylosomus (Microstylus) minutissimus (Germar, 1823)
Chorotype – MED
Host plants – ERI (Erica arborea).
Trophic category – MON
New records – Messina: Monti Peloritani, Forte San Jachiddu, 375 m a.s.l., 30.V.2011, Baviera C.
(BCPC); ditto, 27.V.2010; Peloritani, Rometta superiore, 530m a.s.l., 24.IV.2010, on Quercus, Baviera
C., (BCPC); Trapani: Calatafimi, Bosco Angimbè, 09.III.2009, Baviera C. (BCPC); Pantelleria,
Montagna Grande, 27.IV.2009, Diotti L. (DLPC); Pantelleria, Punta Spadillo, 29.IV.2009, Diotti L.
(DLPC); Calatafimi, Bosco Angimbè, 350m a.s.l., 09.III.2009, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. This species was recorded for Sicily by Luigioni (1929) and Vitale (1932) and there-
after only from Palermo (Madonie, Collesano: Sassi 2005). Recorded also from Pantelleria
(Liebmann 1962; Ratti 1987).

Pachybrachis Chevrolat, 1836

Pachybrachis exclusus Weise, 1886
Chorotype – APP
Host plants – FAB (Genista spp., Cytisus spp.).
Trophic category – OLI
New records – Messina: Monti Peloritani, Forte San Jachiddu, 375 m a.s.l., 28.VI.2010, Baviera
C. (BCPC); ditto, 410m a.s.l. 30.VI.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); Campo Italia, 21.IV.2010, Baviera
C. (BCPC); Massa San Giovanni , 430m a.s.l., 12.VIII.2011, Baviera C. (BCPC); Musolino, 700m,
04.VI.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monte Antennammare, 1133m a.s.l., 05.VII.1999, Baviera C.
(BCPC); Monte Scuderi, 31.V.2005, Baviera C. (BCPC); Acqualadrone, 30.V.2000, Baviera C.
(BCPC); Montalbano Elicona, Bosco di Malabotta, 23.VI.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Nebrodi,
Sella Tre Arie, 1350m a.s.l., 04.VI.2009, Baviera C. (BCPC); San Fratello, 1300m a.s.l., 17.V.2001,
Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 20.V.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Portella Moulazzo, 25.VI.2001, Baviera C.
(BCPC); Biviere di Cesarò, 1278 m a.s.l., 19.VI.2002, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 03.VII.1999, Baviera
C. (BCPC); Catania: Linguaglossa, 08.VI.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Etna Sud, 28.V.2010, Diotti
L., (DLPC); Palermo: Madonie, Piano Zucchi, 1100m a.s.l., 03.VI.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto,
19.VI.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); Polizzi Generosa, 31.V.2007, Baviera C. (BCPC); Pizzo Carbonara,
21.VI.2001, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. A common species in Sicily (Vitale 1920; Luigioni 1929; Vitale 1932) recorded
as P. exclusus etruscus Weise, 1886. Recorded from Messina (Peloritani and Nebrodi,
Castell’Umberto: Burlini 1968), Catania (Etna) and Palermo (Madonie and Sicani) (Sassi
2005).

Pachybrachis flexuosus Weise, 1882
Chorotype – SEU
Host plants – FAB (Quercus spp.
Trophic category – MON
New records – Messina: Monti Peloritani, Rometta Superiore, 530m a.s.l., su Quercus, 24.IV.2010,
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Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. A species firstly reported from Sicily by Bertolini (1899), thereafter also by textcites-
Luigioni:1929, Vitale:1932. This is the first locality reported for Sicily.

Pachybrachis hieroglyphicus (Laicharting, 1781)
Chorotype – SIE
Host plants – FAB, SAL (Salix spp., Populus spp., BET (Betula spp.)
Trophic category – POL

Notes. A species quite uncommon in Sicily, until now only recorded from Palermo
(Cammarata, Cefalù, Sicani, Ficuzza by Vitale (1920, 1928) and Monte Pellegrino by
Burlini:1968) and Messina (Nebrodi, Portella di Femmina Morta by Sassi (2005)).

Pachybrachis hippophaes Suffrian, 1848
Chorotype – SEU
Host plants – SAL (Salix spp.)
Trophic category – MON
New records – Messina: Francavilla di Sicilia, Fiume Alcantara, Le Gurne, 28.V.2010, Baviera C.
(BCPC).

Notes. Recorded from Sicily by Luigioni (1929) and Vitale (1932). Only one locality
recorded until now (Messina, Scala: Vitale 1928). Hippophaë fluviatilis (Elaeaginaceae),
has to be considered very unlikely as a host plant.

Pachybrachis osellai Daccordi and Ruffo, 1975
Chorotype – SICI
Host plants – FAB
Trophic category – MON
New records – Trapani: Isola di Marettimo, 14.V.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. An endemic species only known from Levanzo and Marettimo in Egadi Islands
(Daccordi and Ruffo 1975; Sassi 2005).

Pachybrachis ruffoi Burlini, 1956
Chorotype – APP
Host plants – FAB
Trophic category – MON
New records – Messina: Nebrodi, Floresta, 1088m a.s.l., 21.VII.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. This species is recorded in Sicily with the nominal subspecies from Palermo (Fiume
Oreto, Madonie, Petralia Sottana: Burlini 1968), Catania (Randazzo: Burlini 1968). Never
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reported before from Messina province.

Pachybrachis scriptus Herrich-Schaeffer, 1838
Chorotype – APP
Host plants – FAB
Trophic category – MON

Notes. This species is recorded in Sicily with the nominal subspecies from Catania (Nicolosi:
Burlini 1968) and Trapani (Selinunte: Sassi 2005). According to some ancient data, the
species was collected on Poterium spinosum (Rosaceae).

Pachybrachis siculus Weise, 1891
Chorotype – SICI (and Malta)
Host plants – FAB
Trophic category – MON
New records – Siracusa: Vendicari, sifting Olea, 1.III.2013, Baviera C. Bellò C. (BCPC); Palermo:
Capaci, città, orto, 11.IX.1968, Romano M. (BCPC); Madonie, Piano Zucchi, 30.V.2007, Monzini V.
(MVPC); Trapani: San Vito Lo Capo, R.N.O. "Zingaro", 19-21.V.2003, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto,
23-25.VI.2003, ditto, 13-14.XI.2003, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. This species was described from Sicily and repeatedly reported (Bertolini 1899;
Luigioni 1929; Vitale 1932) without further data. Afterwards, it was recorded from Palermo
(Passo di Rigano: Luigioni and Tirelli 1912; Oreto; Madonie: Piano Zucchi: Sassi 2005;
Madonie, Piano Battaglia, and Sicani, Piana degli Albanesi: Burlini 1968; Siracusa (Palaz-
zolo Acreide, Iblei Bosco Baulì): Sassi 2005). Also known from Pantelleria (Liebmann
1962), Cuddia di Mida (Ratti 1987), and Malta (Sassi 2012). Quite recently, southern Sicily
populations (Agrigento) were provisionally reported sub the ancient name of P. siculus
“ab. imitator”, but suggesting they could turn out to be a different taxon on the basis of
minute but perceivable morphological differences (Sassi 2012). Never recorded before from
Trapani mainland.

Pachybrachis simius Marseul, 1875
Chorotype – WME
Host plants – UNK
Trophic category – UNK

Notes. Recorded from Sicily by Pic (1903). Also reported from Lampedusa (Lo Valvo and
Massa 1995). The host plant of this species is still unknown, it might be Thymus spp. or
Artemisia spp., according to Petitpierre (2000) as observed for some of the closest species.

Pachybrachis testaceus Perris, 1865
Chorotype – WME
Host plants – ANA

Atti Accad. Pelorit. Pericol. Cl. Sci. Fis. Mat. Nat., Vol. 98, No. 2, A7 (2020) [35 pages]



A7-16 C. BAVIERA AND D. SASSI

Trophic category – MON

Notes. This species was recorded from Sicily by Vitale (1932), and doubtfully recorded
from Lampedusa (Ragusa 1892), teste Lo Valvo and Massa (1995).

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) Lopatin, 1965

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) blanduloides Normand, 1947
Chorotype – WME
Host plants – ERI (Erica arborea)
Trophic category – MON

Notes. This species is recorded, until now, only from Pantelleria (Sassi 2005).

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) connexus Olivier, 1807
Chorotype – TUE
Host plants – UNK
Trophic category – UNK
New records – Palermo: Madonie, Piano Battaglietta, 16.V.2008, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. This species was recorded, firstly from Sicily without further data (Luigioni 1929;
Vitale 1932), and afterwards from Eolie Islands (Lipari: Lo Cascio et al. 2006). Only
recently recorded from Palermo without more data by Schöller (2020), which is the first
locality of this species known in Sicilian mainland.

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) fulvus (Goeze, 1777)
Chorotype – WPA
Host plants – API (Ridolfia segetum); SAL; FAG; TAM; ERI)
Trophic category – UNK
New records – Messina: Torre Faro contr. Granatari, 07.IV.1994, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti
Peloritani, Monte Antennamare, 1133m a.s.l., 16.V.2007, Baviera C. (BCPC); Montalbano Elicona,
1300m a.s.l., 23.V.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Nebrodi, Floresta, 1100m a.s.l. 13.VIII.2002,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Lago Trearie 1450m a.s.l., 02.VII.2015, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 1435m a.s.l.,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Biviere di Cesarò, 26.V.2004, Baviera C. (BCPC); Isole Eolie, Vulcano, 09-
10.V.2007, Baviera C. (BCPC); Salina, 10-12.V.2007, Baviera C. (BCPC); Catania: Castiglione di
Sicilia, Fiume Alcantara, Cuba di Santa Domenica, 19.V.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monte Etna vers.
Nord, Piano Provenzana dint., 2100m a.s.l. on Betula aetnensis, 14.VI.2002, Baviera C. (BCPC);
Siracusa: Lentini Fiume Gornalunga, 28.V.2007, Diotti L. (DLPC); Caltanissetta: Biviere di Gela,
29-30.V.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); Palermo: Madonie, Piano Battaglietta, 1700m a.s.l., 16.V.2008,
Baviera C. Rando A. (BCPC); Sicani, Monte Cammarata, 1000m a.s.l., 27.V.2007, Baviera C. (BCPC);
Bosco Ficuzza, 29.V.2007, Baviera C. (BCPC); Trapani: R.N.O. Saline di Trapani e Paceco, Salina
“Anselmo”, 28.IV.2004, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, Salina “Vecchia”, 29.IV.2004, Baviera C. (BCPC);
ditto, Fiume Lenzi Baiata, 29.IV.2004, Baviera C. (BCPC); Calatafimi dint., 23.V.2010, Diotti L.
(DLPC).
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Notes. This species is one of the commonest and widely distributed Cryptocephalus
(Burlinius) of Sicily. Reported from Sicily since a long time (Bertolini 1872; Vitale 1932),
was recorded from Agrigento, Caltanissetta, Catania, Enna, Messina (Nebrodi: Burlini
1956), Siracusa (Burlini 1956) and Palermo provinces, also known from Pantelleria Island
(Sassi 2005). Never recorded before from Peloritani, Alcantara river, Eolie Islands, Trapani
province.

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) labiatus (Linné, 1761)
Chorotype – SIE
Host plants – SAL; FAG; COR; MYR; ROS; ANA
Trophic category – POL
New records – Messina: Monti Peloritani, Musolino, 700m a.s.l., 04.VI.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. Reported from Sicily by Burlini (1956) and Vitale (1932), it is known only from
Messina province (Peloritani) (Sassi, 2005).

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) macellus Suffrian, 1860
Chorotype – TEM
Host plants – FAG (Quercus spp.); ERI (Erica spp.); CIS (Cistus spp.); ANA (Pistacia spp.)
Trophic category – POL
New records – Messina: Torre Faro contr. Granatari, 13.IV.2001, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto,
07.IV.1994, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Peloritani, Forte San Jachiddu, 375 m a.s.l., 30.VI.2010,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Peloritani, Monte Antennamare,1133m a.s.l., 06.X.2008, sifting Quer-
cus, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Nebrodi, Monte Soro, 1700m a.s.l., Baviera C. (BCPC); Portella
Moulazzo, 23.VI.2001, Baviera C. (BCPC); Peloritani Trupiano, 11.III.2015, Baviera C. (BCPC);
Isole Eolie, Salina,10-12.V.2007, Baviera C. (BCPC); Isole Eolie, Vulcano, 09.V.2007, Baviera C.
(BCPC); Catania: Monte Etna vers. Nord, Piano Provenzana dint., 2100m a.s.l. on Betula aetnensis,
14.VI.2002, Baviera C. (BCPC); Linguaglossa, 08.VI.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 28.IV.2000,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Pendio Sud Etna, 28.V.2010, Diotti L. (DLPC); Caltagirone S. Cono, 02.IV.2015,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Castel di Judica, 700m, on Quercus, 11.V.2015, Baviera C. (BCPC); Enna: Agira,
455m a.s.l., 17.III.2013, sifting Olea, Baviera C. and Bellò C. (BCPC); Agrigento: Oasi Torre Salsa,
23.IV.2010, Baviera C.; Palermo: Madonie, Piano Zucchi, 22.VI.2001, Baviera C. (BCPC); Portella
Colla, 1450m a.s.l., 03.VI.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Baita del Faggio, 1300m a.s.l., 18.V.2013,
sifting Ilex aquifolium, Baviera C. (BCPC); Isola di Ustica, 28-29.IX.2002, Baviera C. (BCPC);
Trapani: Castellammare del Golfo, RNO Zingaro, 23-24.IV.2003, Baviera C. (BCPC); Custonaci,
Visicari, Monte Sparagio, 24.V.2010, Diotti L. (DLPC); Isole Egadi, Marettimo, 22.X.2006, Baviera
C. (BCPC); ditto, 14-16.V.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. This species is very common and widely distributed in Sicily, recorded by Bertolini
(1872), Luigioni (1929), and Vitale (1932). It was reported from Messina (Burlini 1956),
Catania (Etna); Siracusa (Palazzolo Acreide); Palermo (Madonie and Sicani); Ustica,
Pantelleria and Lipari (Sassi 2005).

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) ocellatus ochropezus Suffrian, 1853
Chorotype – SICI
Host plants – SAL (Salix spp., Populus spp.), COR (Corylus spp.), FAG (Quercus spp.), BET (Betula
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spp., Alnus spp.), ULM (Ulmus spp.)
Trophic category – POL
New records – Messina: Monti Peloritani, Monte Scuderi, 1100m a.s.l., 25.VI.2005, Baviera C.
(BCPC).

Notes. This endemic subspecies, described by Suffrian as species and this way recorded
from Sicily since a long time (Bertolini 1872; Luigioni 1929; Vitale 1932) was recorded in
the Island from Messina (Peloritani and Nebrodi) and Palermo (Oreto river, Madonie and
Sicani) (Sassi 2005).

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) ochroleucus Fairmaire, 1859
Chorotype – TEM
Host plants – SAL (Salix spp., Populus spp.)
Trophic category – OLI

Notes. A species considered as quite common in Sicily by Sassi (2012).

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) plantaris Suffrian, 1868
Chorotype – SICI (and Malta)
Host plants – UNK
Trophic category – UNK

Notes. A Sicilian endemic species, only known from Siracusa (Iblei, P.ta Terrana) and
Trapani (Selinunte) (Sassi 2005). Recorded also from Malta (Sassi and Zoia 2002; Sassi
2012).

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) politus Suffrian, 1853
Chorotype – WME
Host plants – TAM (Tamarix spp.); ANA (Pistacia spp.)
Trophic category – POL
New records – Catania: Raddusa, Libertina, 29.V.2007, Diotti L. (DLPC); Agrigento: P.lla Rocco
Corvo , 162m a.s.l., (SDPC); Siracusa: Lentini Fiume Gornalunga 28.V.2007, Diotti L. (DLPC);
Palermo: Madonie, Isnello Piano Zucchi 1100m a.s.l., 17.VII.2016, Baviera C. (BCPC); Trapani:
Pantelleria, Lago Specchio di Venere, 28.IV.2009, Diotti L. (DLPC).

Notes. Recorded from Sicily by Bertolini (1899), Luigioni (1929), and Vitale (1932), it is
known from Palermo (Ficuzza: Burlini 1956), Enna (Nebrodi, F.ra Troina), Messina (Piano
Torre; Rodia; Sinnaro) (Sassi 2005). Biology is little known. Tamarix and Pistacia could be
true host plant.

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) pulchellus Suffrian, 1848
Chorotype – WME
Host plants – FAB (Probably on Lotus spp.)
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Trophic category – MON

Notes. A species reported from Sicily sub C. blandulus by Suffrian (1848), Bertolini (1899),
Luigioni (1929), and Vitale (1932) with the singleton locality of “Pachino” (Burlini 1956).

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) pygmaeus vittula Suffrian, 1848
Chorotype – SEU
Host plants – LAM (Origanum spp., Thymus, spp. Satureja spp., Mentha spp.)
Trophic category – POL
New records – Messina: Forte San Jachiddu, 375m a.s.l., 28.VI.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti
Peloritani, Monte Antennamare, 1133m a.s.l., 05.VII.1999, Baviera C. (BCPC); Montalbano Elicona,
1300m a.s.l., 25.VII.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. In Sicily this subspecies was recorded by Vitale (1932). It was also reported from
Palermo (Madonie, Geraci), Messina (Peloritani: Bosco di Malabotta; Colle San Rizzo;
Torrente Corsari, Castanea; Torrente Niceto; Nebrodi: Mistretta) by Sassi (2005).

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) ragusanus Roubal, 1912
Chorotype – WME
Host plants – FAG (Quercus spp.)
Trophic category – MON
New records – Messina: Nebrodi Capizzi Tassita, 1450m a.s.l., 29.V.2015, Baviera C. (BCPC);
Catania: Caltagirone, San Cono, 02.IV.2015, Baviera C. (BCPC); Castel di Judica, 700m 11.V.2015,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Caltanissetta: Sughereta di Niscemi, 300m a.s.l., 02.III.2013, Baviera C.
(BCPC); Siracusa: Vendicari, 20m a.s.l., 01.III.2013, Baviera C. (BCPC); Palermo: Vallone Zangara,
sifting Tymus e Lentiscus, 10.III.2009, Baviera C. (BCPC); Trapani: Castellammare del Golfo, RNO
Zingaro, 23-24.IV.2003, Baviera C. (BCPC); Custonaci, Visicari, Monte Sparagio, 24.V.2010, Diotti
L. (DLPC).

Notes. An uncommon but widespread species in Sicily, reported from Sicily by Bertolini
(1899), Roubal (1912), and Luigioni (1929). Distribution: Siracusa (Pachino: Burlini 1956;
Iblei Bosco Baulì: Sassi 2005), Palermo (Sicani, Ficuzza Ragusa 1882; Marineo, Bosco del
Cappelliero: Sassi 2005; Madonie, Castelbuono: Ragusa 1882; Burlini 1956; Gibilmanna:
Sassi 2005)), and Trapani (Selinunte: Sassi 2005).

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) scapularis Suffrian, 1848
Chorotype – SEU
Host plants – SAL (Salix spp.)
Trophic category – MON
New records – Messina: Monti Peloritani, Puntale Bandiera, 10.VI.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti
Nebrodi, Biviere di Cesarò, 1200m a.s.l., 02.VII.2005, Baviera C. (BCPC); Floresta, 1088 m a.s.l.,
21.VII.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 29.VI.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); San Fratello, 1200m a.s.l.,
07.V.2013, Baviera C. (BCPC); Caronia, 1200, 20.V.2015, Baviera C. (BCPC); Mojo Alcantara,
Fiume Alcantara, 11.VI.2004, Baviera C. (BCPC);Catania: Calatabiano San Marco, Foce Alcantara,
19.V.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); Castiglione di Sicilia, Fiume Alcantara, Cuba di Santa Domenica,
28.V.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); Palermo: Madonie, Piano Zucchi, 19.VII.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC);

Atti Accad. Pelorit. Pericol. Cl. Sci. Fis. Mat. Nat., Vol. 98, No. 2, A7 (2020) [35 pages]



A7-20 C. BAVIERA AND D. SASSI

Bosco Pomieri, 1450m a.s.l., 21.VII.2016, Baviera C. (BCPC); Piano Battaglia, 15.VII.2016, Baviera
C. (BCPC); Piano Sempria, 1260m a.s.l., 13.VI.2013, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. A species reported from Sicily by Bertolini (1899), Luigioni (1929), and Vitale
(1932). It is also known from Messina (Scala: Burlini 1956; Nebrodi, Floresta: Sassi 2005);
Catania (Randazzo: Sassi 2005); Palermo (Oreto: Sassi 2005; Sicani, Ficuzza: Burlini
1956; Alpe Cucco: Sassi 2005; Piana degli Albanesi: Sassi 2005; Madonie, Piano Zucchi:
Sassi 2005).

Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) bimaculatus Fabricius, 1781
Chorotype – WME
Host plants – FAB (Genista spp., Spartium spp., Cytisus spp.).
Trophic category – OLI
New records – Messina: Torre Faro contr. Granatari, 30.IV.1990, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. This is the first report of this species from Sicily, it has been recorded, until now, up
to Calabria (Sassi 2005).

Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) cicatricosus Lucas, 1845
Chorotype – WME
Host plants – UNK
Trophic category – UNK

Notes. Recorded only from “Sicily” with the nominal subspecies by Marseul (1875),
Bertolini (1899), and Luigioni (1929). Never reported thereafter. The current presence of
this species in Sicily needs confirmation.

Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) crassus Olivier, 1791
Chorotype – WME
Host plants – AST (Artemisia spp.), API (Genista scorpius)
Trophic category – MON

Notes. This species is known only from Lampedusa (Lo Valvo and Massa 1995).

Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) curvilinea Olivier, 1808
Chorotype – MED
Host plants – PLU (Limonium spp.).
Trophic category – MON

Notes. This species is known only from Lampedusa (Sassi 2005).

Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) falzonii Burlini, 1956
Chorotype – APP
Host plants – AST, RAN, FAB
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Trophic category – POL

Notes. Reported from Sicily in Agrigento (Lomi: Leonardi and Sassi 2001). The current
presence of this species in Sicily needs confirmation.

Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) flavipes Fabricius, 1781
Chorotype – SIE
Host plants – SAL (Populus alba); COR; FAG; ROS
Trophic category – POL
New records – Messina: Monti Peloritani, Monte Antennamare, 1133m a.s.l., 16.V.2007, sifting
Quercus, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. This species was recorded from Sicily by Bertolini (1904) and Vitale (1932). It is
very rare in Sicily, the above reported locality is the only one known (Sassi 2005).

Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) grohmanni Suffrian, 1848
Chorotype – APP
Host plants – UNK
Trophic category – UNK
New records – Messina: Caronie, Monte Soro, 08.VII.1973, Romano M. (BCPC); Nebrodi Capizzi,
Tassita, 1450m a.s.l., on Crataegus, 29.V.2015, Baviera C. (BCPC); Catania: Castel di Judica, 700m
11.V.2015, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monte Etna vers. Nord, Piano Provenzana dint., 2100m a.s.l. on
Betula aetnensis, 14.VI.2002, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. An Italian endemic species (a singleton specimen is known outside Sicily from
Sambiase, Catanzaro (Burlini 1956)). It was rarely collected only in Northern Sicily.
Recorded from Sicily by Suffrian (1848), Ragusa (1922), Luigioni (1929), and Vitale
(1932). It is also recorded from Palermo (San Martino: Burlini 1956; Ficuzza: Luigioni
1929; Giacalone: Sassi 2005; Piana degli Albanesi: Sassi 2005); Messina (Peloritani,
Montalbano, 26.VII.1905, Leg Vitale: Ragusa 1922; Nebrodi: Sassi 2005).

Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) ilicis Olivier, 1808
Chorotype – EME
Host plants – FAG (Quercus)
Trophic category – MON
New records – Messina: Camaro Superiore, 24.IV.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Badiazza, 29.V.2000,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Colle San Rizzo, 19.VI.2003, Baviera C. (BCPC); Torre Faro contr. Granatari, 24-
30.VI.2001, Baviera C. (BCPC); Acquarone, 30.V.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Peloritani, Forte
San Jachiddu, 375 m a.s.l., 30.VI.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 28.V.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC);
ditto, 29.IV.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 28.VI.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monte Scuderi, 1200m
a.s.l., 27.VI.2004, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 31.V.2005, Baviera C. (BCPC); Francavilla di Sicilia,
Fiume Alcantara, Le Gurne, 19.V.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); Milazzo, Capo Milazzo, 1-2.V.2000,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Catania: Castiglione di Sicilia, Fiume Alcantara, Cuba di Santa Domenica,
19.V.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monte Etna, Linguaglossa, 08.VI.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Palermo:
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Monte Genuardo, 28.V.2007, Baviera C. (BCPC); Trapani: Castellammare del Golfo, R. N. O.
"Zingaro", 23-25.VI.2003, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 19-21.V.2003, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. A species recorded in Italy only in Sicily where it is very common and widespread
(Sassi 2005). The species is probably associated with Quercus, even if Pistacia spp. and
Euphorbia dendroides have also been pointed as possible host. It was recorded until now
from Messina, Catania, Agrigento, Siracusa, Palermo and Trapani provinces (Burlini 1956;
Sassi 1994, 2005) and Egadi and Eolie Islands (Daccordi and Ruffo 1975; Lo Cascio et al.
2006).

Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) moraei (Linné, 1758)
Chorotype – SIE
Host plants – HYP (Hypericum spp.)
Trophic category – MON
New records – Messina: Monti Peloritani, Montalbano Elicona, Bosco di Malabotta, 1300m a.s.l.,
25.VII.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Nebrodi, Biviere di Cesarò, 26.V.2004, Baviera C. (BCPC);
ditto, 24.VI.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 02.VII.2005, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 19.VI.2002,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Catania: Etna nord, Linguaglossa, 20.VI.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); Siracusa:
Iblei, Bosco Baulì, 500m a.s.l., 23.V.1969; Coll. Museo Verona.

Notes. This common and widespread Palaearctic species turned out to be quite rare in Sicily,
being recorded, until now, only from Messina (Nebrodi: Sassi 2005), Palermo (Sicani,
Ficuzza: Burlini 1956), and (Madonie: Sassi 2005).

Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) rugicollis (Linné, 1758)
Chorotype – MED
Host plants – AST
Trophic category – OLI
New records – Messina: Mortelle, Lido spiaggia d’oro, 28.IV.2010, Baviera C., Mortelle Canale
Inglesi, 28.IV.2010, Baviera C.,(BCPC); Santa Saba, Capo Rasocolmo, 26.IV.2010, Baviera C.,
(BCPC); Torre Faro contr. Granatari, 12.V.2001, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 18-23.V.2000; ditto,
06.IV.1990; ditto, 01.V.1992; ditto, 28.III.1994, ditto, 02.V.1993; Acqualadrone, 22.V.2000, Baviera
C. (BCPC); Monti Peloritani, Catarratti 170m a.s.l., 29.IV.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Peloritani,
Forte San Jachiddu, 375m a.s.l., 28.V.10, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 28.VI.10, Baviera C. (BCPC);
ditto, 29.IV.10, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 28.IV.10, Baviera C. (BCPC); Musolino, 700m, 04.VI.2000,
Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 28.IV.2001, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monte Scuderi, 1200m a.s.l., 22.V.2004,
Camino F. (BCPC); Monte Antennammare, 1133m a.s.l., 04.VI.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto,
27.IV.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); Montalbano Elicona, Bosco di Malabotta, 23.VI.2006, Baviera C.
(BCPC); ditto, 25.VII.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); Patti, Gioiosa Guardia, 04.VII.1999, Baviera C.
(BCPC); Milazzo, Capo, 01-02.V.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Nebrodi, Caronie, Bosco di Medda,
24.VI.1973, Romano M. (BCPC); Floresta, Sorg. San Giacomo, 1100m a.s.l., 29.VI.2010, Baviera C.
(BCPC); Sella Tre Arie, 1400m a.s.l., 03.VII.2009, Baviera C. (BCPC); Biviere di Cesarò, 1200m
a.s.l., 27.V.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 31.V.2003, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 02.VII.2005, Baviera
C. (BCPC); Lago Maulazzo, 1400m a.s.l., 05.VIII.2005, Baviera C. (BCPC); Portella Femmina Morta,
1300-1400m a.s.l., 25.V.1998, Callegari, (SDPC); Nebrodi, Portella Miraglia, 1500m a.s.l., 27.V.1998,
Callegari (SDPC); Nebrodi, S. Fratello, 31.V.2007, Monzini V., (MVPC); Catania: Linguaglossa,
22.V.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Etna Nord, Piano Provenzana, Monte Nero, 2100m s.l.m. 08.VI.2000,
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Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 14.VI.2002, on Betula aetnensis, Baviera C. (BCPC); Etna, Randazzo 900m
a.s.l., 17.V.2006, Cornacchia P., (SDPC); Caltagirone, Masseria il Salto 380m a.s.l., 24.IV.2000, Zoia S.
S. (SDPC); Piana di Catania, S. Martino Piana, 24.IV.2000, Zoia S. S. (SDPC); Ramacca, 290m a.s.l.,
06.IV.2003, Cornacchia P., (SDPC); Vizzini, 650m a.s.l., 28.IV.2007, Angelini F. (CACM); Adrano,
V.1977, Coll. Museo Verona; Randazzo, Fiume Alcantara, 2.VI.1963, Zoia S., (SDPC); Castiglione
di Sicilia, Fiume Alcantara, Cuba di Santa Domenica, 19.V.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); Ragusa:
Donnalucata, 30.IV.2007, Angelini F., (CAMC); Ispica, V.1959, Zoia S. (SDPC); Agrigento: Eraclea
Minoa, 02.V.2007, Angelini F. (CAMC); Caltanissetta: Gela, 16.IV.1998, Cornacchia P. (SDPC);
Siracusa: Siracusa, 05.IV.2003, Cornacchia P., (SDPC); Portopalo, Punta Correnti, 10.IV.1997,
Zoia S. (SDPC); Ris. nat. gr. Villasmundo- Astio Melilli, 29.IV.2000, Angelini F. (CACM); Iblei,
Buccheri, 650m a.s.l., 28.IV.2007, Angelini F., (CACM); Sortino Valle Anapo, 255m a.s.l., 14.IV.2010,
Bellò C., (SDPC); Palermo: Madonie, Piano Zucchi, 1100m a.s.l., 03.VI.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC);
ditto, dint, 1200m a.s.l., Baviera C. (BCPC); Baita del Faggio, 1400m a.s.l., 22.VI.2001, Baviera C.
(BCPC); Piano Battaglietta, 03. VI. 2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); Sicani, Corleone, Rocca Busambra
Sud, 1070m a.s.l., sub Q. ilex, 16.IV.2010, Baviera C. (BCPC); Bosco Ficuzza, 29.V.2007, Baviera
C. (BCPC); Caltavuturo, Bagni, 1985, Zoia S. (SDPC); Montelepre, P.lla Impiso 530m a.s.l., Zoia S.
(SDPC); Caltavuturo, Bagni, 30.V.1985, Zoia S., (SDPC); Trapani: Castellammare del Golfo, R. N.
O. "Zingaro", 26-29.III.2003, Baviera C. (BCPC) ditto, 22-24.IV.2003; ditto, 19-21.V.2003, Baviera
C. (BCPC); Salina “Vecchia”, 29.IV.2004, Baviera C. (BCPC); Isole Egadi, Levanzo, 23.IV.2007,
Baviera C. (BCPC); Isola di Favignana, 17.V.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 19.IV.2007, Baviera C.
(BCPC); Castelvetrano, Lago della Trinità, 80m a.s.l., 2000, Zoia S. (SDPC); Marinella Foce Belice,
2000, Zoia S. (SDPC); Golfo del Cofano, Timpone, 3.VI.2008, Cornacchia P. (SDPC).

Notes. This species, probably oligophagous on several genera of Asteraceae, is the com-
monest and widest distributed species of Cryptocephalus of Sicily, widespread and common
everywhere also in Sicilian islets (Sassi 2005).

Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) turcicus Suffrian, 1847
Chorotype – SEU
Host plants – FAB (Quercus spp.)
Trophic category – MON
New records – Messina: Peloritani, M. Antennammare, 1133m a.s.l., 16.V.2007, Baviera C. (BCPC);
ditto, 02.VI.2004, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 28.V.2016, sifting Quercus, Baviera C. (BCPC); Pelori-
tani, M. Scuderi, 1100m a.s.l. 22.V.04, Baviera C. (BCPC); Peloritani, Bosco di Malabotta, 1300m
a.s.l., 23.V.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); Peloritani, Antillo 500m a.s.l., 29.V.2010, Baviera C., (BCPC);
Nebrodi, Capizzi, Tassita, 1450m a.s.l., 29.V.2015, sifting Taxus and Ilex, Baviera C. (BCPC); Catania:
Etna nord, rif. Brunek, 1300m a.s.l., 16.V.2002, Baviera C, (BCPC); Randazzo, str. per Linguaglossa,
31.V.2007, Diotti L. (DLPC); Castiglione di Sicilia, F. Alcantara, Cuba di Santa Domenica, 19.V.2010,
Baviera C., (BCPC); Caltagirone, S. Cono, 02.IV.2015, Baviera C., (BCPC); Etna sud, Adrano Osser-
vatorio, 1200m a.s.l., 12.VI.2011, Baviera C., (BCPC); Nicosia, M. Sambughetti, 1300m a.s.l., sifting
Quercus, 19.V.2016, Baviera C., (BCPC); Palermo: Madonie, Piano Zucchi, 30.V.2007, Diotti L.,
(DLPC); ditto, 30.V.2007, Angelini F., (CAPC); ditto, 27.V.2010, Monzini, (SDPC); Castelbuono,
Isnello, 30.V.2007, Diotti L., (DLPC); Siracusa: Noto Antica, 24.V.2007, Sassi D. (SDPC).

Notes. Xerophilous species, in Sicily recorded from Messina, Palermo, Catania and Siracusa
provinces (Burlini 1956; Sassi 2005).
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Cryptocephalus (Pertuisanus) hirticollis Suffrian, 1847
Chorotype – NAF
Host plants – ANA (Pistacia lentiscus)
Trophic category – MON
New records – Messina: Torre Faro contr. Granatari, 27.V-05.IV.2000, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto,
3-20.VIII.2001, Baviera C. (BCPC); 24-30.VI.2001, Baviera C. (BCPC); ditto, 06-16.VI.2001,
Baviera C. (BCPC); 08.VII.2002, Baviera C. (BCPC); Monti Peloritani, Monte Scuderi, 1200m
a.s.l., 16.VII.2006, Baviera C. (BCPC); Peloritani Forte San Jachiddu, 31.V.2011, Baviera C. (BCPC);
Trapani: Castellammare del Golfo, R. N. O. "Zingaro", 23-25.VI.2003, Baviera C. (BCPC).

Notes. This species was anciently reported from Sicily by Bertolini (1899).

Species doubtfully recorded from Sicily

Cassida sanguinosa Suffrian, 1844

Notes. A species recorded from Sicily only by Vitale (1932) and never recollected thereafter.

Cassida vibex Linné, 1767

Notes. A Sibiric-European species, feeding on Asteraceae (Cirsium palustre, C. arvense,
Tanacetum vulgare, Carduus spp., Centaurea jacea, Arctium spp., Tanacetum spp., Achillea
spp.) and Chenopodiaceae (Beta vulgaris), recorded from Sicily only by Bertolini (1872)
and Vitale (1935). After the description of the very similar C. inopinata, the presence of
this species on the Island needs to be confirmed, since the range of this taxon is at present
verified in Southern Italy only up to Calabria (Sassi and Borowiec 2006).

Pachybrachis cinctus Suffrian, 1848

Notes. A species of Sardinia and Corsica, recorded generically from Sicily only by Bertolini
(1899).

Pachybrachis fulvipes Suffrian, 1848

Notes. A species reported generically from Sicily by Bertolini (1899). The presence in
Sicily is very unlikely.

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) frontalis Marsham, 1802
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Notes. This species is recorded from Sicily by Vitale (1932) but its real presence in Sicily
needs confirmation.

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) gridellii Burlini, 1950

Notes. Reported from Sicily only by a single doubtful record (Burlini 1956).

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) luridicollis Suffrian, 1868

Notes. A species recorded from Sicily only by Luigioni (1929). In all likelihood this record
should be attributed to Cryptocephalus plantaris Suffrian, 1868. This species, in the light of
current knowledge, has to be excluded from Sicilian and Italian fauna

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) mystacatus Rey, 1851

Notes. Cited from Sicily by Bertolini (1899), never reported thereafter.

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) pallidocinctus Fairmaire, 1867

Notes. A species recorded only generically from Sicily by Ragusa (1882) and Bertolini
(1899), never confirmed thereafter.

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) pusillus Fabricius, 1777

Notes. Reported from Sicily by Bertolini (1899). The presence in Sicily needs confirmation.

Cryptocephalus (Burlinius) querceti Suffrian, 1848

Notes. Reported by Bertolini (1899) and Vitale (1932), but its presence in Sicily is highly
questionable.

Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) mariae Rey, 1851

Notes. Cited from Sicily by Bertolini (1899), its presence on the Island is very unlikely.
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Cryptocephalus (Pertuisanus) tristigma Charpentier, 1825

Notes. This prevalently N. African species was anciently reported from Sicily by Bertolini
(1899). In all likelihood, this record should be attributed to Cryptocephalus hirticollis.
Burlini (1956) also reported an ancient Sicilian sample, but mantaining it was probably
wrongly labelled. Afterwards, the presence of this species was reported on a single female
from San Vito Lo Capo in Trapani province by Sassi (2005). Again, this specimen resulted
in being a wrongly identified C. hirticollis. For these reasons C. tristigma needs to be
excluded from Sicilian and Italian fauna.

Cryptocephalus (Homalopus) coryli (Linnaeus, 1758)

Notes. This species was doubtfully recorded from Sicily by Pic (1903). This real presence
is questionable.

Cryptocephalus (Homalopus) stragula Rossi, 1794

Notes. Reported from Sicily by Bertolini (1899). The presence in Sicily needs confirmation.

4. Conclusions and final remarks

With the new records of Cassida inopinata and Cryptocephalus (Cryptocephalus) bi-
maculatus and the confirmed presence of Cassida deflorata and Cassida nobilis a total
of 61 species of Cassidinae and Cryptocephalini from Sicily are currently known. The
occurrence of other 16 species was taken into account but considered questionable and needs
further confirms. The Cassidinae and Cryptocephalini species of Sicily constitute about
7% of the whole Italian Chrysomelidae fauna and 1/3 of the Italian known species of those
two groups. Twelve different chorotypes are represented; 37% of the total species show
a widespread distribution in the Mediterranean Region (MED s.l.), including mainly the
Western-Mediterranean chorotype (WME) (12 species; 21% of the total) and Mediterranean
chorotype (see Figs. 1 and 2).

A significant contribution is given by the Palaearctic component (PAL s.l.: 33% of the
total). Few are the European (EUR s.l.) chorotypes, with only two chorotypes, with species
occurring mainly in the Apennine area of northern Sicily. As for the endemicity, Sicilian
Cassidinae and Cryptocephalini comprise 5 strictly endemic Sicilian (SICI) taxa (two are
subspecies and two species are also present in Malta) and five subendemic species, four
Apennine and one Tyrrhenian (sensu Biondi et al. 2013). The two species Cryptocephalus
plantaris and Pachybrachis siculus which shows a limited distribution in Sicily and Malta
(Sassi and Zoia 2002; Sassi 2012), can probably origins back to marine regressions of the
Pleistocene, when Malta and the Hyblean region were in contact (Bonfiglio et al. 2002;
Stroscio et al. 2011). Only Pachybrachis testaceus, is shared with Sardinia and Corsica.
Although the Sicilian Cassidinae and Cryptocephalini are associated with 23 different plant
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FIGURE 1. Number of Sicilian Cassidinae and Cryptocephalini species per
chorotype (see Section 2 for abbreviations)

FIGURE 2. Percentage of Sicilian Cassidinae and Cryptocephalini species per
chorotype class (see Section 2 for abbreviations)

species, it is interesting to note that 45,9% of these species live on two plant families only
Asteraceae (16 spp.) and Fabaceae (12 spp.) (see Fig. 3). The endemic Cassidinae and
Cryptocephalini species seem to prefer feeding on Fabaceae, while Asteracee are mostly
preferred by the Palaeartic and Mediterranean ones (see Fig. 4). After analyzing the trophic
categories, it emerges that the 43% of the species are monophagous (see Fig. 5), followed
by polyphagous (33%) and oligophagous ones. The host plant family for the 8% of the
species is still unknown. The monophagous species feed on 10 different plant families, with
Fabaceae (35%) resulting the most favourite one (see Fig. 6).
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FIGURE 3. Number of Sicilian Cassidinae and Cryptocephalini species per host
plants families (see Section 2 for abbreviations)

FIGURE 4. Number of Sicilian Cassidinae and Cryptocephalini species per
chorotype of the two most significant host plants families (see Section 2 for
abbreviations)
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FIGURE 5. Percentage of Sicilian Cassidinae and Cryptocephalini species per
trophic category (see Section 2 for abbreviations)

FIGURE 6. Percentage of Sicilian monophagous (MON) Cassidinae and Crypto-
cephalini species/subspecies per host plants family (see Section 2 for abbrevia-
tions)
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